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Cyrus  Blot 


Intaes  is  INlTemet  AESthetics.  Intaes  is  "shitty  net  art"  Intaes  is  a cat 
riding  a turtle  riding  a Roomba.  It  encompasses  most  things  created 
or  curated  by  online  personas,  and  its  symbolic  ingredients  are  often 
divorced  from  their  original  contexts.  I first  created  image 
compositions  in  this  genre  while  studying  Google  Image  Search's 
semiotic  structure,  discovering  many  images  which  I felt  inclined  to 
save  and  later  to  mash  into  cohesion.  Google  is  interesting  largely 
because  it  is  a mirror  for  mainstream  culture  and  values;  all  cultures 
have  dos  and  dt  its,  and  they  are  all  reflected  in  Googje.  But  a 
problem  arises  when  a tangible  thing  like  a plant  or  animal  is 
presented  in  the  same  way  as  an  intangible  cultural  concept.  A 
Google  Image  search  for  "dragorvffuit"  yields  enough  information  in 
five  seconds  of  sc  oiling  to  learn  its  size,  price,  growing  conditions, 
and  preparation  methods.  These  data  are  all  laid  bare,  matte r-of- 
factly,  in  a table  of  text  and  images.  A search  for  "beauty,"  on  the 
other  hand,  will  yield  the  same  quantity  of  information,  but 
brimming  with  cultural  bias.  When  fact  and  opinion  are  displayed  in 
the  same  format,  in  the  same  context,  on  a trusted  platform  with  a 
global  audience,  what  must  happen?  How  must  this  color  our  new 
language? 


